Dec. 28, 2025, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph-Jan. 4, 2026, The Epiphany of the Lord

LITURGIES

LITURGIES

Saturday, December 27, St. John
Gospel: John 20.2-8

- Confessions 4:00 p.m. — 4:40 p.m.

Mass 5:00 p.m. — | Cesarina, Pietro & Franco Imola,
+ Francesco Imola, + Gerry Dudych, Int. of Marianna Jozwik, Int. of
CWL members celebrating a birthday this month

ocation Prayer — Rev. Andrew Lopatniuk

Sunday, January 4, The Epiphany of the Lord
Gospel: Matthew 2.1-12, We have come from the East to pay homage
to the King.

Mass 9:00 a.m. — 1 Domenico larrusso
Mass 11:00 a.m. - Missa Pro Populo
Vocation Prayer — Rev. Mark Morley (Monday)

Sunday, December 28, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph
Gospel: Matthew 2.13-15, 19-23; Get us, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt.

Mass 9:00 a.m. — { Ted & Marion Farrell
Mass 11:00 a.m. — Missa Pro Populo
Vocation Prayer — Rev. Edward Mahony (Monday)

Tuesday, January 6
Gospel: Mark 6.34-44

NO MASS

Vocation Prayer — Rev. Peter Tuyen Nguyen

Tuesday, December 30
Gospel: Luke 2.36-40
- Confessions 6:00 p.m. — 6:40 p.m.
- Devotions 6:45 p.m.
Mass 7:00 p.m. — Int. of Fr. Laszlo Amaszka
Vocation Prayer — Rev. Francis Hubilla

Wednesday, January 7, St. Andre Bessette
Gospel: Mark 6.45-52

NO MASS

Prayer Circle 7:00 p.m.

Vocation Prayer — Diocesan Priests

Thursday, January 8
Gospel: Luke 24.14-22a
NO MASS

Vocation Prayer — Rev. Pierre Luc S.J.

Wednesday, December 31
Gospel: John 1.1-18
Mass 5:00 p.m. - + Terez Amaszka

Vocation Prayer — Religious Life Candidates

Thursday, January 1, 2026, The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy
Mother of God
Gospel: Luke 2.16-21

Mass 9:00 a.m. —, { Giovanni & Caterina Imola,  Pasquale
Romano

Friday, January 9
Gospel: Luke 5.12-16
NO MASS

Vocation Prayer — Rev. Pawel Stankiewicz

Friday, January 2, St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory
Nazianzen
Gospel: John 1.19-28
Mass 9:00 a.m. — 1 Souls in Purgatory
- Holy Hour and Adoration 9:30 a.m.
- Confessions 9:30a.m. — 10:00a.m.
Vocation Prayer — Most Rev. Douglas Crosby, O.M.I.

Saturday, January 10
Gospel: John 3.22-30

- Confessions 4:00 p.m. — 4:40 p.m.

Mass 5:00 p.m. — { Giovanni Buccilli, { Leslie Flasko
T Francesco Imola,
Vocation Prayer — Rev. Raymond Reitzel, C.R.

Saturday, January 3
Gospel: John 1.29-34

- Confessions 4:00 p.m. — 4:40 p.m.

Mass 5:00 p.m. — 1 Vincent Tuong Mai, 1 Marlene Thornton
Vocation Prayer — Very Rev. Adrian Lee

Sunday, January 11, The Baptism of the Lord
Gospel: Matthew 3.13-17, When Jesus had been baptized, he saw the
Spirit of God coming upon him.

Mass 9:00 a.m. — 1 Frances Giannetti, 1 Paolo & Maria
Nardone, 1 Giovanni & Gaetana Tarantello, + Donato &
Giuseppina Leone, 1 Kay Guy

Mass 11:00 a.m. — Missa Pro Populo
Vocation Prayer — Rev. Scott Whitfield (Monday)

Mass Intentions are published above and may not be announced. We are sorry for
any unintentional errors in spelling or pronunciation and changes in dates.

Sunday

Collections:
Dec. 14 — $4165.55
Dec. 21 - $5014.80

Thanke

I

Pastor: Fr. Laszlo Amaszka
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Angela Rowley
Pastoral Minister: Joyce Young

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Mondays
Closed Dec. 31, Jan. 1, 2
Office Phone: 519-753-7316
Office Email: marybrantford@gmail.com
Website: www.marybrantford.com

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS
Dec. 28-Jan. 3 - ¥ Carmen Minutillo

Jan. 4-10 — Int. of CWL members
celebrating a birthday this month

The name of your loved one, your
contact information and $15 in the
collection basket will add the name to our
list. This intention will be published in the
bulletin.

NEW YEAR'S MASS TIMES
December 31 — 5:00pm
January 1, 2026 — 10:00am

HAPPY NEW YEAR/!/
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Dec. 28, 2025, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph—-Jan. 4, 2026, The Epiphany of the Lord

LA BEFANA

Maria Ss. Della Libera 2026 Festa Committee
invite you to come celebrate the Epiphany with
us. Join us for our 2" Annual Epiphany
celebration with Christmas Sweets, Coffee, and
games like ltalian Bingo and Cards. Venite per
la nostra seconda festa annuale per La Befana
con dolci natalizi, caffe e giocchi come tombola
e le carte. (Bring your change to play tombola.)
Sunday, January 4, 2026 from 2pm — 4pm at
St. Mary’s Parish Hall. Free admission! —
Ingresso Libero!

ONLINE KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
JANUARY 5 - FEBRUARY 20
catholiceducation.ca

(Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District
School Board)

ASSUMPTION COLLEGE SCHOOL
Future Grade 9 Student & Parent
Open House - Wednesday, January 14
Tour the school and find out everything you
need to know about becoming an Assumption
Lion!

Tours are available at 6:00, 6:15, 6:30, 6:45,
7:00pm only.
assumptionlions.com
(Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District
School Board)

TO GO TO MASS

God asks us to set aside one day for Him.
Keep the Sabbath Holy i

We receive a gift each time. Jesus gives &
us himself in the Blessed Sacrament

of Christ. Through this we draw
strength & encouragement

God speaks to us. There's a message
just for you through His word -
don't miss it

We speak to God. He hears our
prayers, our thanks, and our worship

o We are a community - part of the Body

FIRST COMMUNION 2026

(for Grade 2 children and older)
If your child attends public school and wishes to
receive the sacrament of First Communion,
preparation classes are required. Please
contact Joyce Young at the office for more
information.
If your child is not baptised Catholic and wishes
to receive the sacrament of First Communion,
please contact Joyce Young at the office as soon
as possible.

THE ALTAR IS NOT THE SANCTUARY

Many people say “altar” when they mean
“sanctuary,” and “sanctuary” when they mean
“altar.” But these two are not the same. The
sanctuary is the entire sacred space at the front
of the church where the altar, ambo (pulpit),
priest’s chair (presider's chair), and tabernacle
are usually found. It is usually elevated by steps
and may be set apart by rails or clearly marked
flooring. This area is sacred, not everyone
should walk into it. It is where the sacred liturgy
is carried out. It is not a stage. It is not for
performance. It is holy ground. Now, within that
sanctuary, we find the altar, and this is the heart
of the sanctuary. The altar is not a table for
decoration. It is the place of sacrifice. It is where
the Body and Blood of Christ is offered during the
Holy Mass. It represents both the Table of the
Last Supper and the Cross of Calvary. That’s
why it is kissed, incensed, and consecrated with
sacred chrism oil when a church is dedicated.
That’s why no one, not even the priest, leans on
it casually. It is holy. To put it simply: The
sanctuary is the sacred space where the table of
sacrifice (altar) is situated. It is where Heaven
meets Earth. The altar is that table of sacrifice
where ordinary bread and wine changes to the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a
sacred place where Christ offers Himself for us
again and again. So, the next time you say, “he
went to the altar,” ask yourself, did he go to the
altar itself or to the sanctuary? It's a small
difference in words. But in the eyes of God, and
in the wisdom of the Church, these spaces have
deep meaning. Respect the altar. Reverence the
sanctuary. Worship the God who makes them
holy. God bless you ««

#CatholicsOnlineClass
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